IDEALISTIC  THOUGHT   OF  INDIA
John Mackenzie declare that idealism is rather a tendency than a
fixed theory.
II
DEFINITIONS   OF  IDEALISM
But whether a tendency or a theory, can we define it?(ln the
current edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica, Professor J. H.
Muirhead writes that idealism is "a term generally used for the
attitude of mind which is prone to represent things in an imagina-
tive light and to lay emphasis exclusively or primarily on abstract
perfection^). , . With this meaning the philosophical use of the
term has nothing in common." "Idealism as a philosophical doc-
trine conceives of knowledge as a process or experience in which
the factors of subject and object stand in relation of entire inter-
dependence on each other as warp and woof." According to this
definition, neither the subject nor the object is real by itself;
either is real only in relation to the other. But this definition is
rather the definition of what idealism ought to be according to
Professor Muirhead. It does not cover idealism of the Platonic
type, or subjective idealism or mentalism.
In the Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics, E. Troeltsch
writes: "Idealism is a term of varied application. As 'personal
idealism' it may denote a view o! human life in which all utili-
tarian and eudaemonistic considerations are subordinated to duty
and to objective ideals of culture and in which the mind asserts
its superiority in the face of all determinism and materialism."
"Again, the term may be applied generally to philosophical and
religious systems, to views of the universe and poetic creations, in
which the world is represented as being dominated by spiritual
. ends of a moral, religious, and aesthetic character." "But these
rather general applications of the word have no place in scientific
terminology." Finally, he gives his view that (idealism "denotes
the metaphysical theory which, as regards the primary and most
certain datum of experience, takes its stand upon consciousness
and its contents.^)Here the definition is given not in terms of the
inseparable relation between subject and object, but more or less
in terms of the subject alone. IjjjBaldwin's Dictionary of Philosophy
and Psychology, it is written: ^ST^hetaphj^lCs! any Iheofy"-vWhrikh
maintains the universe to be throughout the work and embodi-
ment of reason and mind. In^egistemology, the view which
holds, in opposition to Realism^ rthaTEfirfeaiily of the external
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